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Read Ezra chapters 3 and 4 
 
Jerusalem lay in ruins. The people 
had to rebuild and repair what 
God had originally provided for 
them. Three things needed to be 
restored, and it had to be in the 
right order. First, the altar, then 

the temple (in Ezra), and lastly, the walls (in Nehemiah). 
 

“1 When the seventh month came and the Israelites 
had settled in their towns, the people assembled together 
as one in Jerusalem. 2 Then Joshua son of Jozadak and his 
fellow priests and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his 
associates began to build the altar of the God of Israel to 
sacrifice burnt offerings on it, in accordance with what is 
written in the Law of Moses the man of God. 3 Despite 
their fear of the peoples around them, they built the altar 
on its foundation and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the 
LORD, both the morning and evening sacrifices. 4 Then in 
accordance with what is written, they celebrated the 
Festival of Tabernacles with the required number of burnt 
offerings prescribed for each day. 5 After that, they 
presented the regular burnt offerings, the New Moon 
sacrifices and the sacrifices for all the appointed sacred 
festivals of the LORD, as well as those brought as freewill 
offerings to the LORD. 6 On the first day of the seventh 
month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, 
though the foundation of the LORD’s temple had not yet 
been laid.” (Ezra 3:1-6, NIV) 

• The first two chapters of Ezra describe the cost for that 
restoration. What was the cost for our restoration? Why? 
 
 
• If they had FIRST finished the city walls or the temple, 
they would have had greater safety from danger. What 
was the altar for, that made it so important to build first? 
 
 
• Fear can hurt us in many ways. What areas of your walk 
with God have been hindered by the devil, by using fear? 
 
 
• Besides fear, what are some other “enemies” in your 
life that are trying to prevent your complete restoration? 
 
 
• Ezra makes sure to point out that they didn’t just use 
the altar only that one time, but rather restored a regular 
and systematic relationship with God. How consistent is 
your time with God? What do you regularly offer to God? 
 
 
• What are ideas you’d give someone in a rut (just doing 
rote actions), to bring life back to their relationship with God? 
 
 
Altar: to restore Relationship  (health of our Soul) 
Temple: to restore Reverence  (health of our Spirit) 
Walls: to restore Refuge  (health of our Body) 


